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Wiriadnia out of the COUNTREY 


TO A 
| Perfonof Quality in the C1TT, 
SC. 


Perceive your Mind is difturb'd, which my 
Friend{hip with you can no more let me be 
unconcern'd for, than if I heard you were 
ſick ; nor leſs to ſtudy your Relief, Such 
may be the Cauſe and Mezſure of your Paſ- 
ſion, and (uch the 4{proportion between the 

One and the Other, as to need it a'great deal more, though 

yet perhaps to delerve it lels, For your ſicknels might be 

your infelicity only, but a perturbation that exceeds its 

Cauſe, cannot but be your fault, Which kind of Evil, 
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(2) 
though it be much greater, and therefore needs more ap- 
plication for the removing of it ; yet it can challenge lets 
help from another, becaule you are your own Afflicter, 
and may, when you pleaſe cure your telft, which no man 
elſe can do for you. 

But if another may contribute towards it, by laying be- 
fore you apt Conſiderations which you are your lelf to ap- 
ply,you know you are to expect it trom no mans good will 
more than mine. If indeed you expect much trum my 
Ability, that is another Fault, entirely your own, and 
whereto you could have no temptation. 

Thus much I ſhall freely profeſs ro you that I have a 
oreat value of anequal temper and compoture of mind, 
nct apt to be unduly mov'd, or entertain any thing that 
occurs with indecent perturbation , or other reſentment 
than is due and ſuitable to the occaſion : And defire it more 
than either to be 1n the beſt external circumſtances, or 
not tobe in the worſt, As I wiſh for my ſelf, I with for 
you; and therefore am willing to place my endeavour ac- 
cordingly, where it may be 1n a poſhbility of effefing 
ſomewhat to your adyantage, and where it is moſt deti- 
rable it ſhould, 

In the preſent caſe, the Fauſt I find with you is, that 
your relentment of the matter you complain of; is araue, 
and mot proportionable to the occaſion, And whereas you 
ſecm to labour under the Diſtemper and exceſs of a two- 
fold Paſſion, of Fear, leſt a juſt and good Caule ( as you 
and Idoboth account) ſhould ſuffer ſome great prejudice, 
by this oppoſition of Dr. Sril/rngfleet : And of Anger, that 
he from whom better things might have been expected, 
thould attempt any thing 1n this kind, T ſhall hereupon 
endeavour to repreſent to you the cauſleſneſs both of your 
Fear. and ( in great part ) of your Azger. 

And firlt defend the Caule againſt Dr, S/iBingflcer, and 


then 


Cz77 
then add ſomewhat in defence of Dr. $ti//inzfleet againft 
YOU. 


1. As to the former we are 


I. To give the plain ſtate of it, with the DoSors 


Judzment azainſt KS in it. 


I. 8 diſcuſs the Matter with the Do@or , and 
[hew ; 


1. The Indefenſibleneſs of that Judgment. 


2. The Inefficacy of the Do&tor's Attempt to 
Defend it. 


I. It is firit neceſſary that we have a true ſtate of the 
caule it ſelt betore our Eyes ; whichis plainly this, 

That as there are very great numbers of People, beyond 
what the Miniſters of Pariſhes, in divers places, can pol- 
fibly perform Miniſterial Duty unto : So there are withal 
very many that cannot be ſatisfied in conſcience, to intruit 
their Souls and their Spiritual Concernments to the Pa- 
ſtoral Care and Conduct of the Parochial Miniſtry only 
Though they generally have a very reverend elteem of 
arvers who are of it: do, many of them, very frequently 


partake of ſom? part of their Labours, and rejoyce in 


them as great Ornaments and real Bleſſings to che Chri- 
tian Church, But zh-ſe are very unproportionable in 
number to the Neceſlicies of the People, and are by 
Leg al reſtraints ty'd up one way, as they by. conſcientious, are 
another, in reipet of (ſome principal parts of Chriſtian 
Worthip - 
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wW orlhip; without which they ſhould be valibly in the 
condition of P.124n5, 

There are allo many perſons who have been devoted to 
the Scrvice of God and his Church in the Miniſterial Fun- 
tion; {ome of them in the way which now obtains, 
others in a way which this Reverend Author did not dil- 
approve, who are not farisfed xa Conticieace about the 
Terms upon wich they might have continued, or may 
be admitted Parochial Incumbeots. 

So thar here are numerous Flocks ſcattered without 
Pita rs, here are many Paſtors without Flocks. 

'he Peopic it 15 true, on whole behalt theſe Papers are 
more cipeciaily wriuren, are 10 this deſtitute candition by 
their own foruples. Nor is it the preſent delign to juitity 
a.l thoie icrupics. Bur they are, with many, of long 
continiance , and, for ought appears, unremoveable, It 
_ {ould be deter*d,and bidden to ule patience, while ſuch 

turcher endeavours are uked with them as this Sermon con- 
gains, yet death will have no Patience, nor be deter'd. So 
that there are multitudes paſſing into eternity out of a 
Chriitian Nation, having no benefit of Chriſtian Ordinan- 
Ces; no means of inſtruction in the Truth and Doctrines 
of the Chriitian Rel! 1$10N, 1n order to their Salvation. 

The court which is ae fa&o taken in this diftre(s for 
their relief is that which the reverend Author bends him- 
{cif againſt in this Sermon. And there are two forts of 
Perſons concern'd init. The Peop/e , who, rather than res 
turn tothe ſtate of Pagan7/m, implore the belp of thele un- 

imploy'd Minilters, deliring them to perform the duty 
« Chriſtian Miniſters towards them. And the AMinifters, 
who rather than zbey thould ceale to be Chriſtians, or them- 
ſelres e/wazes ceale from the Work of Miniſters, comply 
with their deſires ; and, as they can, allow them their de- 


red help, : 
T his 
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This Author doth more diredly and profeſſeily Feak to 
rhe calc of the People ; To that of the Miuilters, only by 
way of Oblique reflection, 

Youand I, who (among the former) do often partake in 
the Worſhip and Ordinances of God, in the ſeparate Al- 
ſemblres (though we are not {o fqueamith as to balk the 
Publick, nor lo unjuſt and ungratctul, as not to thank God 
for the excellent advantages that are {ſometimes to be mer 
with there) are both concern'd, and led by the Dvctors 
diſcourte, to conſider what 15; faid as to this caie of ours. 
Which yet I would have us conlider not fo appropriate- 
ly, as to exclude tex: our very compaſhtionate conliderati- 
on, that are more piachc and contin'd to narrower limirs, 


by thetrown {cruples, than we are; and whoie Number 


you cannot but apprehend to be lo great, as to call tor 4 ve- 
ry large compaſſton in conſidering their caie. 
It is indeed a cale of far-protpe, and which lookes down 
n after-times. You know how eaſily it may be dedii- 
ced all along from the begmning of the Exz!/t/p Retormati- 
on, when ſome very eminent among our Reformers were 
not well ſatisf'd with the Ceremonial part of: the Conlti- 
rution {erried at that rime ; How an ualatish'd party hath 
gradually increaſcd trom Ape to Age among the Cummon 
People alto. They are now grown very numerous. And 


unlets fome very over-powring, imprefliion upon mens 


minds, (not reatonably to be expected accorving to com- 
mon meatures) thould alter the calc, i is {till likely to 
zgcreate in jucceeding Apes.. 

You arenot 1gnorant that no one thing 15 more common- 
ly ſcrupled by this unfatish'd Party, than the addition of 
that federal Rite 1a the dedicating of their Children to 
God, the [tening them with the [12# of the Croſs, which many 
(how juſtly or unjuſtly I am not now to diſcuſſe) elteem 10 
fanful a practice, that, rather than admit 1s,they will chooſe 

not 
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got to offer their Children to Baptiſm. Nor is it 2» zt ſelf 
of leſs weight (perhaps 'tis of much greater ) that, /» this 
ſolemn dedication, they have no opportunity of performing 
the Parextal Duty, of Covenanting with God on behalf of 
their own Children, but zhat pare (with the excluſion of 
rh:mſelwes) is to be done by others, whom God hath not 
concern'd in the buſinels , and who, after the ſolemnity is 
over, are never like to concern themlelves. And there 
are divers other {cruples beſides, in reference to :h#, and: 
other parts of Worſhip that, with mulritudes, are in no great 
probability to admit of cure. 

Now let us fee what the Reverend Do&aors judgement 
1s upon this ſtate of our caſe, who diflent from the eſta- 
bliſht way, whether rhe People, or therr Miniſters, and that 
both concerning what they do, and what, by contequence from 
his judgment upon their cale, zhey are zo ſuffer. 

For the Pradice of the People in this caie (at leaſt rhe 
negative part of it) he hath ſome Charity in his Cenlure, 
for in their declining to joyn inthe Publick Afſembles, he 
beletves them generally ro practice according to their judge- 
ment as he profeſles P. 37. of his Sermon. For the Minj- 
ſters, moſt of them, none ar all, who as he fates in the 
ſame Place he believes go againſt theirs. His Words are, 
© Idarec (ay, if moſt of the Preachers {at this day 1n #he ſepa- 
rate yxetings were ſoberly asked their judgements, whe- 
Cther it were lawtul for the People rojoyn with us in the 
« Publick Aﬀemblies, they would not deny it, and yet the 
© People rhat frequent them, generally judge otherwile. 
c For it is not to be ſuppoſed , that fatfon among them 
© thould !tocommonIy prevail beyond interelt. 

Bur his jud 7ement concerning what both are to under- 
a0 z5 evertuaiy. and is the ſcquel, as he ſtates their caſe, 
much more hard in reſpect of the People, who cannot re- 
leive themielves ; whereas the Miniſters, according to the 
notion he hath of them, pretently may. We 
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We are to attend chiefly ro what he ſays in reference to 
the Lay-people, and ſhall conſider, 1. How ſevere he is to- 
wards them, and 2. How well conſiſtent he is therein 
with himſelf. | 

1. His ſeverity towards thoſe of us in reſpet7 of what we 
praftice, who put ourſelves under the paſtoral care of other 
than the Parcchtal Minilters is to be leen in what he propo- 
fes to himlelf ta evince, P. 20. Viz. That our proceeding to 
the forming of ſeparate Congregations, i.e, undey other Teach- 
ers, and by other Rules, than what the eſtabliſhed Religion al- 
lows , t the _ caſe of ſeparation which he tntends to con- 
ſider, and to make the ſinfulnefs and miſchief of it appear, He 
doth you ſee in ſhort, ablolutely pronounce our practice in 
this cale to be ſinful and miſchievous, 

Now it is hexceallo to be collected, how hard things he 
would have us ſ#fer upon ſuppoſition of our only remain- 
ing unlatisf'd to joyn ourſelves into the Parochial Commu- 
nion. Hedoth nor indeed betpeak for us Gibbets, Whip- 
ping-polts, or Dungeons. Nor (direatly) any thing grie- 
vous to our Fleſh, But to luch as conſider themſelves to 
have ſouls made for an everlaſting ſtate, the doom which 
his words imply, in the mentioned place, cannot be 
thought gentle. Which that you may apprehend the more 
diſtiatly ; obſerve that he hath nothing to ſay againſt our 
bare ſuſpending Communion in ſome particuler Rites which we 
moacſtly ſcruple, while we uſe it in what we Tuage lawful, p. 20. 
( whereas p. 37. he ſuppoſing us generally to judge it un- 


lawful to joyn 1n the Publick Aﬀembltes) to which pur- 


pole he alto ſpeaks in his /2te Dizlognes p. 171. and 172. 
(Siving his Antagoniſt an account of what he had faid in 
his /renicum to the matter now 1n difſcourle) viz. That ſome 
ſerupulons aud conſerentions men, after all endeavours uſed to ſa- 
risfy themſelves, may remain unſatisfied as to the lanfu'neſs 
of ſome impoſed Rites, but dare not proceed to peſitie'e ſeparation 

' «from 
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from the Church, but are willing to compiy 1n all other things 
ſave in theſe Rites which they ſtall ſeraple : and concernig theſe 
he puts the Queſtion whether ſuch bare Non-conformity do involve 
ſuch men inthe Guilt of Schiſm. And this he confeſles he re- 
folved negatively (approving or not dilavowing that re- 
ſolution.) Thus far indeed he well agrees with himſelf, 
and ſeems to haveno Quarrel with us, 

But conſider the fatal conſequence. He well knows that 
if wc ſuſpend Communion in the Rite of the Croſs (upon 
our never {o modeſt (cruple) we connot have our Children 
Mianiſterially dedicated to God in the Ordinance of Bap- 
tum, nor be {oourlelves, if, being adult, we remain any of 
us unabptized (as he may well apprehend many among us 
are) nor if we decline the uſe of Sponſors as to what we 
conceive ſhould be performed by Parents for their Chil- 
dren, and by adult perſons for themſelves. And thar if we 
kneel nor before the conlecrated Elemens at the Lords 
Table, we are not to partake of his Holy Supper. Yes, and 
what if we ſcruple fomew hat that is more than ritual, to 
ſit under the Miniſtery of a noted drunkard, or open Ene- 
my to godlineſs as our Feacher and Guide, when we might 
£a10y the fruitful labours of one that hath not bs qua/:fica- 
71035 every Lords day ? No, by no means, Whithout limitati- 
en, or the ſuppolition of any pofiible caſe wherein it may 
be other wiſe,.a meeting never fo little beſides the eſtabli- 
ſhed courle, he will wake appar 1s ſinful and miſchievous, and 
not tolerable upon any terms. 

W hat then would he have us do2 He directs us indeed 
afterward to the endeavour of fatisfaQtion. But whar thall 
we do if after our utmoſt egxdeavoursour diflatisfaction re- 
main? What, while we are endeavouring 2 which may. 
be all our days. in\vain, What if we can never be f(atisfi- 
ed: concerning the eſtabliſhed way of Baptiim for ourſelves: 
and our Children, and of partaking the Body and Blood of 
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our Lord and Saviour $ Nor to hear or give Countenance 
to {uch a ones pretending to Preach the glorious Golpel of 
the Bleſſed God, who eicher lubſtantially perverts and de- 
aves it, or whole prolligate life proclaims him an oppo- 
{er and enemy to the Holy Rules and defin of it Nor to 
commit our ſelves to the paſtoral care and charge of a lels 
exceptionable perſon, yea though otherwile never fo deler- 
ving, that hath ty'd his own hands, and is under ſuch re- 
ſtraints that he cannor, or ſo difinclin'd that he will not dif- 
pen(e the Ordinances of Chriſt in ſuch a way, as whereig 
with ſatisfaction to our Conſciences we may enioy them. 

Read over the Doctors Sermon again, and _ and you 
will fad no courſe is preſcribed us, but to fit {till without 
any enjoyment of Chriſtian Ordinances at all. And with 
how great numbers muſt this be the cale * for himſelf prg- 
feſles to believe, that the People that frequent the ſeparate 
meetings (who you know arenota few) do gexerally judge 
itto beunlawful tojoyn in the Publick Aſſemblies. And 
are wealwaies to fit ſtill thus * That is to exchange Viſible 
Chriſtianity for Vilible (at leaſt negative ) Paganiſm! 

This, if you take the whole compals of it, is a thing of 
awful importance, that fo great a Limb of a Chriſtian Na- 
tion, they and their poſterity, ſhould be Paganized from 
Age to Age, and cut off from the whole Body of the Chri- 
{tian Community, only becaule they [cruple ſome things, 
the leaſt exceptionable whereof are no part of the Chriſtian 
Inſtiturion (as himſelf, and they whole Advocate he is, will 
freely confels) nor do neceſlarily belong toit, being (as they 
contend) but inaifferext things, = | 

He ſeems rather contented we ſhould not be Chriſtians at 
all, than not to be Chriſtians of this particular mode. That 
we ſhould rather want the ſubſtance of Ghriſts Goſpel and 
Sacraments, than have them accompany'd with confeſſed- 
ly needleſs additions, and which xe fear to be forbidden us 
by their Lord and ours, B 2 We 
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We do ſincerely profeſs wherein we decline the Com- 
wunion he invites us to, we only dripleaſe him, and thoſe 
of his way and.mind, out of a real fear of otherwiſe dit: 
pleaſing God. Weagree with them in far greater things 
than we-can differ in, We are of that One Boay which 
they themſelves profe's to be of, ſo far as mcer Chriſtianity 
15 the diſtio&ion, and coiletive bandof ir, and defire to 
be under rhe conduct and Government of rhat One Sprrir, 
We arcecalled with them 1n that Oe Hope of our calling, 
and earnefUy expect (whatever hard thoughts they have of 
us) to:meect many a onecf them 1a the participation of the 
dleſſed hoped end of that calling. We acknowledge that 
One Lord, that Ore Faith, that One Baptiſes , (or Cove- 
nant which the Baptiſm of our Lords appointment ſeales) 
and that O»e-Ged and Father of all, who 1s above all, and 
through all, and in us all. Yet becauſe we cannot, we 
dare not conſent with them to the additions which belong 
not (and which we fear are unduly affixt) tothe Religion of 
Chriſtians, weare adjudged to be (as much as in them. is) 
cut off from Chriſt, deprived of the dear pledges of his 
love. and acquiſitions of: his Blood, are driver out from the 
znherit ance of the L ord, and its in effet laid-to us 20 ard ſerve 
other Gods, Fhusfar- the ſeverity of this reverend Author 
towards us extends. \W hich while we thus truely repre- 
ſent and recount, let us allo. 

2». Conſider what agreement it holds with what we 
elewhere obſerve-from-him. We have already taken no- 
tice, that for owr bare ne#-comf.rmity be acquits us of the 
guilt of Schi/m, And p. 20: of this Sermon, he ſays, © He 
© doth nut confound bas Eſilpenatng Communion 11 ſome par- 
© eicular Rifes., which perlons do modeſtly {eruple, and 
* afing; it in-wheae they Jadge to be lawful, with either 
S$0tat,” Or atleaſt ordinary-forbearance of Communion inwhat 
"they jadge. 79. be 1anfus ;. and proceeding to the forming of ſe- 
| Paraze. 


"$281 
un Conpreeations, cc, © Tis this latter he fevers and 
ingles out for his oppolitton. Againſt our ſpending Com- 
munioa in ſome particular Rites { which we judge unlaw- 
ful) if we wſe it in what we judge lawfidl, (which I with him, 
preſume the Lay-Difſenters in Eme/and generally do;) he 
hath nothing to {ay : Yea, and undertaking to thew what 
Error of Conſcience aoth excuſe 4 man from ſin, in following 
the Dittates of it ; he tells us p.44. That if rhe Error be who/ly 
involuntary, 1.e. If it be canſed by invincible it2norance, (which 
he thus explains in the following words ) or after wſizg 
the beſt means for due information of hrs Conſtience , though the 
ath may be a fault in it ſelf, yet it ſhall rot be imputed to him 
for a ſing becauſe it wanted the conſent of the Mind, by whech 
the Will ts determined, 


And now, Sir, I befeech you conſider, 1. When he con- 


felles if we be willing to be ſatisfied , and our Errour te 
involuntary, it ſhall not be imputed to us: tor a fin ; Why 
are we to be lo ſeverely dealt with-for what iS not to be 
imputed to us for a fin? If it were any, metitinks it ſhould 
not delerve {uch rigor atthe hands off 4Zex, thar are them- 
ſelves alſo liable to Miſtakes and Errors. Is: 1t- fo very cri- 
minal, it every poor illiterate Dillenter. in Exg/ans ( Man 
or Woman) cannot in all thetr days attain to a better and 
more ſettled Judgment in {uch dubious matters, than this 
Reverend Perion had hunfelf arriv'd to twenty years 2g0 7 
Eſpecially that never: had:, or were capable of having 
thoſe peculiar helps and inducements, to temper and re- 
torm their judgments that he hath enjoy'd. 'Tis-a long 
time that his own judgment hath been ripening to that 
maturity, as, at-lengthr to think: it fit and ſealonable to 
lay ſo much as he hath; for the reforming -of ours, even 
in this Sermon. Methinks he thould nor be lo very quick 
and hard towards us, upon ſo Hender-a caulc, as our 
icrupling ſore partienlar Rites to adjudge usand ours to be 
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totally deprived of Bapziny which themielves count ne- 
cefary ro our (alvation, and. of the ather Ordiaances of 
Chriſt, . which they do- not think unneceſlary. 

. . And conſider lecondly,! Whereas he lays, That if 4 mar 
erre after uſtzg.the beſt means for duc information of his Cox- 
ſcience, —it ſhall not be imputed to him as a fin, What if 
weerre this Error ( as he counts it) after uſing the beſt 
means for due information , [ that we ought rather than 
toreturn to the ſtate of Pag4:ſmz, to bear our part in the 
forming of ſuch Meetings for the Worſhip of God , as 
wherein we may, with the ſatisfaftion of our own Con- 
ſciences, enjoy all his holy Ordinances. ] It will ſurely 
be within the compals of this his general Poſition , and 
not be imputable as a ſin. Then it 15 to be hoped we ſhould 
rather chooſe to do ſo, then Paganize our ſelves, or live 
in the wilful negle of his Inſtitutions : Which to do by 
our own choice, when we might do other wiſe, we can- 
not but think a very great ſin. 

It here the Doctor ſhould aſſume to himſelf to tell us 
not oaly that we erre herein ( whereot we are to regard 
his proof, as it ſhall be conſidered by and by, more than 
his Affirmation : ) But allo that our Error is wilful, we 
thall appeal trom him co one that better knows, how wil- 
lingly, how gladly we ſhould receive intormation, and 
admit the belief, that we ought to content our ſelves en- 
tirely and only with ſuch proviſions as the eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion, (to uſe the Doors phraſe } allows us, if the evi- 
dence of the thing it ſelf did not ſeem wreſiltibly and un- 
avoidably to pertwade us otherwiſe. And for him to (ay 
ſo, were but to ſuppoſe men wiltul, only for not being 
of his mind, who can as eaſily think him ſo, for not being 
of theirs. 264 4 Ty 

But this.cannotþe a Queſtion between the Doctor and 
us; Whom, as we have taken notice above, he —_— 
ar 
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far obliged, as te admit p. 37. That we generally juder as 
we practice, and that it us wot to be ſuppoſed that fattion a- 
mong us fhould ſo commonly prevail beyond interet. 

But ſince this appears to be his determination concern- 
ing us, and that his Aſſertioa ſeems politive and peremp- 
tory, . 20. { That 1a this our caſe, zo proceed fo the forming 
of Congregations under other Teachers, and by other Rules thas 
what the eftabliſht Religion allows, where a ſinful and miſchie- 
Vous ſeparation. } 

We arcin the next place, 

zly, To diiculs the Matter with the Doctor, wherein 
we'hall eadeayour to ſhew, 

I. The indefenſiblenets of the Judgment the Door 
hath given in 'this caſe ; which will both 1afer (and in 
ſome part excule ) whar we are afterwards to dilcover : 

Viz. 

2ly, The Infirmity of what is alledged by himin this 
Attempt of his to detend it. | 

i. For the former, it being obvious to. common ob- 
ſervation., that a natural ſelf-1ndulgence and aptnels to 
decline and wave what is of more terrible import to them- 
ſelves, doth uſually infinuate and influence mens minds 
in their judging of {uch Cales: We are the more con- 
cern'd (becaute' a favourable falte judgment will do us 
ao good ) with an 1apartial (triftneſs ro hold our lalves 
rothe thimz it ſelf, And when we molt ſtrictly do to, me- 
thinks the Doctor ſhould have tomewhat an hard Pro- 


vince of it. For his Determination amounts to thus much,. 


{ That we ought to be kept ia- a ftate of Damnation for 
{crupling the Ceremonies ] (2.e. to be deprived of the 
neceſſary means of our ſalvation. ) And.chat, while he ac- 
counts our {cruple (after the ule of due means for our 1n- 
formation ) not imputable to us as a ſino: And nor that 
only, bat that we ought to confent to our own damna- 
tion. 
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tion for this no ſin of ours. . Iaaſmuch as it would be ſin- 
ful and miſchievous to procure to our ſelves the neceflary 
means of our falvation-in another way, while we appre- 
hend that, without our ſin, we cannot have them ia the 
way which he allows us. 

We are inJeed ſatisfied, that our ſin one way or other 
would contribate little xo our ſalvation: But when allo 
we are !atistced that we cannot enjoy the means of ſalva- 
tion. in his way without fin; and he fells us, we cannot 
without fin enjoy them in our own: We hopeevery Door 
is n2t thut up egainft us, and cannot think the merciful 
and holy God hath fo ſtated our cale, as to reduce us to a 
neceility of (inning to get out of a ſtate of damnation, 
And therefore this Reverend Author having already de- 
termined that our Remedy cannot lie (as our Conſciences 
are hitherto inform'd ) in coming over to him and his 
way ; For he believes we generally judge it unlawful to 
joyn with them 1a the publick Aſſemblies, p. 37. and ſays, 
P. 43+. That no man that hath any Conſcience will ſpeak againſt 
.the power of it, and be that will ſpeak againſt it, hath ns reaſon 
zo be regarded in what he ſays: (as no queſtion he expeed 
to be, otherwiſe he had not given himſelf ſo much trou- 
ble ) and concludes, p. 44. 7hat we ſbould fis in going againſt 
zi, Ashealſo thinks we ſhould in ating with it, which 
( as is neceſſarily imply'd ) we as yet ſee not: Our great 
hope upon the whole matter 1s, that our relief mult Iye in 
raking the way which we do take; And that it cannot 
be proved to be (inful, 

Wereckon it is not, and that the Do&ors judgment here- 
in is imply indefenſible, becauſe whatſoever is ſinful muſt 
rranſgreis ſome Law immediately divine, or that obliges 
by vertue of the divine Law. And we cannot find that 
God hath made any Law, orenabled any made by others, 
£0 oblige us ſo far, 1n our preſent Circumitances, as that = 
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34 / 
ſhould be involy'd in the guilt of fin, by ſome variation from 
the letter of it. For any Divine Law that can be ſuppo- 
ſed to oblige us to the ule of the things we ſcruple, or elle 
to live without the Worſhip and Ordinances of God, not 
knowing any ſuch our ſelves, we muſt wait till we be in- 
form'd of it, | | 
And that his Law doth give an obliging force fo far to 
any other, we as yet underſtand not, Wherelvever he hath 
been pleaſed to lodge and entrult the Keys of the Church, 
we do not find he hath appointed them to that uſe, to admir 
us into the Communion of his Worſhip and Ordinances, 
or totally to exclude us, upon ſuch terms. And herein we 
ſuppole we have the Doctor conſenting with us. Whoin 
his /rezicum,p. 216. plainly aſſerts, That the Office which the 
power of Keys tmplies 15 Miniſterial, ana not Authoritative x 
Declarative, and not Jaridical, And ſays in the Preface to 
the ſame Book, That He rhat came totake away the unſuppirta- 
ble Yoke of the Jewiſh Ceremonies, did never intend to gall the 
Diſciples Necks with another inſtead of it, Whereto he imme- 
diarcly adds in the ſame Preface. And it would be ſtrange the 
Church ſhould require more than Chriſt himſelf did ; and make 
other conditions of her Communion, than onr Saviour did of Die 
cipleſhip. What poſſible reaſon can be aſſizu'd or given why ſuch 
things ſhould not he ſufficient for Communion with a Charch, 
which are ſufficient for eternal Salvation? _-ad certainly thoſe 
things are ſufficient for that, which are laid down by our Lord ani 
Saviour in his word What gronnd can there be why « hr ſtians 
ſhould zot ſtand upon the ſame terms now, which they did in the 
time of Chriſt and his Apeſtles? Was not Religion ſufciertly 
guarded and fenced in them? was there ever more true and Cor- 
dial reverence in the worſhip of Goa ? what ( harter hath Chriſt 
ziven the Church to bind men np to more thanhimſel hath done, 
or to exclude thoſe from her ſocietv, who may be admitted into 
Heaven ? Will Chrift evcr thauk mes at the great day for keeps 
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(16, 
ing ſuch out from Communion with his Church; . whom he wil 
Vouchſafe not only Crowns of Glory to, but it may be aureole tos, 
if there be any ſuch things thire ? The Grand Commiſſion the 
Apoſtles were = ont with, was oxly to teach what Chriſti had 
Commanacd them, Not the leaſt Intimation of any power given 
them to impoſe cy require any thing beyond what himſelf had ſþo- 
ken. to them, or they were directed to by the Immeaiate guidance 
of the Spirit of God, 1t is not whether. the things Commanaed 
and required Le lawful or mo? It is net whether inaifferences 
may be determinedor no? It is not how far Chriftians are bound 
to ſubmit to a reftraint of their Chriſtian liberty 2. which 1 now 
inquire after, ( of thoſe things in the Treatiſe it ſelf) but whe- 
ther they do conſult fir the Churches Peace and Unity who ſuſpend 
zt upon ſuch things * How far either the example of our Saviour 
or his Apoſ#les doth warrant ſuch rigorons impoſutions ? We never 
read the Apeftles making Laws but of things ſuppoſed neceſſary. 
when the Counſel of Apoſtles met at Feruſalem for deciding a Caſe 
that aifturbed the Churches Peace, we ſee they would lay no other 
burden nn $0 inivay us rien beſiges theſe neceſſary things. Act. 
15.29. It was not enourh with them that the things would be ne- 
ceſſary when they had required them, but they looked on an Antc- 
cedent neceſſity either abſolute or for the preſent ſtate, which was 
the only ground of their impoſing thoſe Commands upon the Gen- 
tile Chriitzans, There were, after ths, great aiverſities of pract- 
ice and Variettes of Obſervations among Chriſttans, but the Holy 
Ghoſt never thought thoſe things fit to be made matters of Laws, 
to which all parttes ſhould conform ; all that the Apeſiles requi- 
rea as.t0 theſe was mutual forbearance aud condeſcenſion towara's 
each other. in them, The Cſpeſtles valuea.not differences at all, 
and thoſe things it is evident they accounted ſuch, which whether 
men aid them or not, was not of concernment to Salvation, Ana 
what reaſon is there why men ſhould be ſoſtriftly tyea. up to ſach 
things, which they may ao or let alone, and yet be very gooa Chri- 
Rians ill « Without all controverfie the main In-let of all the aiſ- 
tra(tions 
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fraftions confuſions and diviſions of the Chriſtian world, hath 
been by adding other conditions of Church- communion than Chriſt 
hath done. 

Nor am I now inquiring whether the things Comman- 
ded be lawful or no? Nor whether indifferences may be 
determined or no ? Nor how far Chriſtians are bound to 
ſubmit to a reſtraint of their Chriſtian Liberty ? But only 
—_— ( as he there doth) concerning the Charter giver: 
by Chriſt tor the binding men up to more than himſelf hath 
done ? AndI further inquire, by what power they can be 
bound which Chriſt hath not given? And if there be no ſuch 

wer to bind them, ſ{uppole the things required were all 

awful (which if it can beevinc't, I ſhould rejoyce to lee 
done) yet while they cannot in conſcience think they are, 
how can they apprehend themſelves bound to be withour 
the means of Salvation which Chri#”s Charter entitles them 
Jo? 

I readily grant it is fit a man do many things for peace 
and Common Orders ſake which, otherwiſe, no Law doth 
formally oblige him to 1. ce. ſuppoſing be can do thoſe things with- 
out intoler able prejudice to himſelf. And 10 it is commonly de- 
termined in the matter of {candals. But can it be thought 
a man is to put himſelf out of the ſtate or way of Salvati- 
on in complement to ſuch as will otherwiſe take offence 2 
And be ſo Courteous as to Periſh for ever, rather than they 
ſhall be dilpleaſed, 

Yea, and it may be moreover added, That our courſe 
being accounted lawful, mult alſo (as the Doctor ſpeaks 
in another caſe) be thought a duty : For the things that 
are 45 means neceſlary to our (alvation, are alſo neceſſary by 
Divine Precept. We are commanded to hear Gods Word, 
to devote our ſelves and our Children to God in Baptiſm ; 
and, at the Lords own Table , to remember him, and ſhew 
forth his death till he come. o_ it we compare toge- 
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ther certain Poſitions of this Reverend Author, we can- 
not ſee but he muſt, as our caſe is, acknowledge our ob- 
ligation to the practice which he here ſeems to blame. For 
in bis rc». p. 109. He aflerts, That every Chriftien i under 
ax obligation to feyn 18 Charch-ſociety with others , becauſe it 
s his auty to profeſs himſelf 8 Chriftiay, and to own his Reli- 
giew publickly, and to partake of the Orainances and Sacra- 
ments of the Goſpel, which cannet be without ſociety with Jome 
Ghurch or other, And he after adds ( on the tame page ) 
It had been 4 caſe diſputed by ſeme ( particularly by Grotius 
the ſuppoſed Author of a little Trad, An femper fit commu- 
nicandum per {ymbola ? when he diſiewd the Syncretiſne 
with the Church of Rome) whether in a time when Churches 
are divided, it be a Chriitians auty to communicate with any 
of thoſe Parties which aivide the Church, and not rather to 
ſuſpend communion from all of them, A caſe nothard to be at- 
cided ; for either che perſon queſtioning it doth ſuppoſe the 
Churches diviaed to remain true Churches , but ſome to be 
more pure than other ; in which caſe, by wvertue of his general 
obligation to Communion, he is bound 10 adh:re to that Church 
which appears moſt to retain its Evangeiical parity, To which 
purpole he further tells us, page 110. He knows not whe- 
ther Chryloitom's «&# were 70 be commenaea, who after bet#2 
zaade a Deacon in the Church of Antioch by Melettus, wper 
his death , becauſe Flavianus came 11 irregularly as B:ſhep of 
the Church , would neither communicate with him, ner with 
Paulinus another Biſhop as that time in the City ; nor with 
:he Meletians but for three years time witharew himſelf 
from communion with any of them, And p. 113. Where any 
Church ts guilty of Corruptions beth iz Dottrine and Prattice, 
which it avoweth ana profeſſeth, ana requireth the ewning then 
- neceſſary conditions of communion with her , there a nox- 
communion with that Church u neceſſary, and a total and poſt- 
2ve ſeparation is lawful and convenient... What he diſcour- 
hs oe nes les- 


(19) 
ſes page 111, 112, upon the Queſtion, Whether it isaſin 
to communicate with Churches re, as to Eſſentials, but 
ſuppoſed corrupt in the exercile of Diſcipline ? Many of 
us will no doubt heartily concur with him in. Bur it 
touches not the cale of »x4zy more, who do not ſo much 
fear upon the account of the negle& of Dilcipline, to be 
1nvolv'd in the guilr of ocher mens fin; as ( there {ſeems to 
be little caule, cb pert being not incumbent upon us : ) 
Nor, it /-47 be his meaning, when he ſpeaks of /ep2rating 
08 apretence of reat purity, 1s ic the cale with molt of us: 
but we jultly tear (and therefore av oid ) to be made to 
fin cur ſelves, by having tuch things as we judge to be {in- 
ful 7Poſes on 725, 25 the Conditions of our Communion. And 
a5 to this caſe, this Reverend Author (peaks our tcnie 1n 
this lat cired Propoſition, and pleads our prelent Caule. 
Nor need we more to be 121 on behaif of it than what 1s 
reducible to that general Propoſlitton ; or particularly, to 
that ſecond thing (c ompared with the third ) which 
P. 115. hetays makes ieparatton and withdrawmeant of 
communion lawful and neceſſary ; viz. Corruption of pra- 
ctice, where we lay as he doth, we ſpeak rot of pras Ficc, as 
relating to the civil converſation of men, but #5 'it takes in 
the Agenda of Religion ; when unlawful things of that kind, 

are not only crept into a Charch, l but are the pr eferibed der ” 
tion of it: Thoſe being requirea ( which he adds as an ac- 
ceflion to the foregoing ) iS neceſſary Condit 76718 Of COmmu= 
rion from all the embers of their Church, which mates our 
withdrawing from them tniloiaably neceſpary , © low as we 
18470 kg to ve ſuch cor ruptions as taiced they aro, And 
whereas he inſtances only in ſuch things as belong to the 
Head of Jdolatrors Cuſtorns . (tuppreſſing WHAT mig, it be 
in{tanced under the other Head, which he allo there men- 
tions ; Viz, Superſtitions prattice ) yet we doubt not if 0- 
ther thisgs allo, that appear to be fintul, belides idolatrous 
Cuſtoms, 
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Cuſtoms, be required as neceſlary conditions of commu- 
nion, the caſe will be the ſame, unleſs we will diſtinguiſh 
ſins, into ſuch as be lawful, and ſuch as be unlawful. Or 
there be any that may be committed, that we may be 
admitted to the communion of this or that Church, 

Now (to reduce things to the method which ſutes the 
preſent caſe ) if this revcrend Author do ſtill judge C that 
where ſinful conditions of Communion are impoſed there 
Non-communion is neceſſary ( and thoſe things be ſinful 
to us which our Con(ſciences Judge to be fo, as he hath ac- 
knowledged. ]) And again it he ſtill judge [| that we 
are under an Obligation to joyn in Church-ſociety, ſo as to 
own our Religion publickly, and to partake of the Ordi- 
nances and Sacraments of the Goſpel.J He muſt certainly 
account that our duty which he taxes in this Sermon as our 
fault, at leaſt till aur Conſciences be otherwiſe informed, 
whereof many of us have no great hope. 

We are indeed not ſo ſtupid, as not to apprehend there 
are Laws, the Letter whereof ſeems adverſe to us Nor 
are we ſo ungrateful as not to acknowledge his Majeſties 
clemency in not ſubjecting us -to the utmoſt rigor of 
thoſe Laws; whom we cannot without deep regret, /- 
much as ſecm not, in every thing, exactly to obey. Nor can 
itenter into our minds to imagine that he expects to be 0- 
beyed by us, at the expence of our Salvation. Or that it 
would be at all grateful ro him that being, as we are, unſa- 
tisfied in ſome things that are by the Law made neceſſary 
to our partaking the priviledges of the Chriſtizn Church, 
we ſhould become Pagans in duty to him. His Majelty 
was once pleaſed to give an ample Teſtimony by his never- 
to be-forgotten gracious declaration of arch, 15. 1672, 
How remote any ſuch thought was from his Royal Breaſt, 
and though we humbly ſubmit to the exigency of thole rea- 
ſons of Stare from whence it proceeded, that we enjoy _ 
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the contigued poſitive favour which his Majeſty was then 
pleaied to expreſs towards. us;; yet we have no reaſon to 
doubt ,. but his propeaſions are equally benigne as they 
were. 

Nor, though it be uncertain to us what Laws they are, 
the Authority whereof this reverend perſon relies upon to 
mak our practice ſinful, yet we hope he doth not mean to 
urge.us herein with the Laws of the Civil Government, 
becauſe thoſe as much forbid our Non-Communion ( and 
under as ſevere penalty ) for which he acquits us from-the 
Guilt of Shiln ( or. if we endeavour fatisfation. from 
aay ſin imputable to us.. 

But if- that ſhould be his meaning, we defire it may be 
conlidered how unreaſonable. it ſeems, that the delign of 
the-Law relating to that part of our practice which the 
Doctor in this Sermon condemns, being declaredly to pre- 
vent ſedition ,; they ſhould take themielves-to ve meant 
who are conſcious of.no ſuch deſign or di{polition. 

And again, that it 1s not. with any reaſo'n, Charity or 
Juſtice to be ſuppoled, that when zh, and vther, reſtrictive 


Laws were made, either the Temporal rvine of fo great-a 


part of the Nation as are now found to be difſenters, was 
intended by the legiſlators, or the reducing them ro the 
condition of Heathens. But an uniforimity in the Worſhip 


of God being, 1a it (elf, a thing realy defireable;z this 


means was thought fit-to be tryed 1a order to that end. 
And lo are humane Laws, about ſuch mutable matters, ge- 
nerally deligned to be probationary.; the event and ſuccels 
being unforeknown. Whereupon, after a competent time 
of. Trial, as lis Majeſty was gractoutty$teaſed to declare 
his own favourable ſente and intention, lo -it is very com- 
monly known that the like propentiogs were by Common 
{affrage expreſſed in Parliament, viz. To grant a relaxati- 
en. So that the Law, being 1nits own. Nature, nothing 
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elſe but an indication of the Legiſlators will, we may ac- 
count the thing was in ſubſtance done, ſo far as may tatis- 
fie a mans private reaſon and conſcience concerning the 
Law-givers intention, and pleaſure , though it were not 
done with that formality as ules (and 1s generally needful) to 
be ſtood upon, by them who are the Miniſters of the Law. 
And that it was not done with that formality alſo, ſeemed 
rather to be from a diſagreement about the manner, or me- 
thod of doing it, than about the thing to be done. And 
how uſual is 1t for Laws, without formal repeal, gently and 
gradually to expire, grow Old. and vaniſh away, not being 
1 >Ngcr uletul, as the ritual part of the Mofaical Law did, be- 
11g come an ineffectual and unprofitable thing « And how 
earce were It to inſtance 1n- many other Laws, the /ctter of 
which. thev that urge theſe ag1inſt the Difſenters, do with- 
out {crunle tran{grels 9 and from which no ſuch weighty 
reaſons d& urge to borrow now and then a point ? How 
many diſpem= with themſelves in many parts of their re- 
quired Conformity, that have obliged themſelves to it 2 
The Prieſts in the Temple trargreſs the L1w and are blameleſs, 
Yea, and he that v-.nows all things, and who is judge of all 
knows how litte ſcruple is made of tranſgr fſing the Laws 
by groſs immorakties and debaucheries. Men learn to 
judge of the ſacredneſs of Laws by their own inclinations. 
Any that can be wire-drawn, and made by torture, to ſpeak 
2g4inſt Religion not modified their way mnſt be moft bin- 
ding. Such as prohibir the vileſt and moſt open wicked- 
nels, bind as the Withs did Szmpſorn. 

The ſumme of all is, that whereas we are under the Ob- 
ligation of the Divine Law to Worthip God inthe uſe of 
thoſe his Ordinances which require ta be diſpenled and at- 
tended in {ociety, and that we apprehend we cannot do it 
without ſin in the way which this reverend Author invi- 


tes us to, Whereas elſo we do, with this Author, delibe- 
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'yate whether Chriſt hath given any power to mea 40 0b. 


lige us tothe things we {cruple, or diſoblige us from the 
things we praQice and judge it unproved. We cannot but 
reckon the judgment the Dr. hath given in our caſe (that 
our practice-is ſinful] is erroneous and indefenſible by any 
Man, bur leaſt fitly, of moſt other men, attempted to. be 
defended by himſelf, From whom it would Little have 
been expected that he ſhould {o earneſtly recommend that 


very thing tous as the only Foundation of Union, which 


he had ſo publickly told us in his Preface to the /renicum 
<was,without Controverſie, the main in-let of all the diſtract> 
<0ns, confuſions, and diviſions of the Chriſtian World, 
© viz. the adding other conditions of Church-communion thas 
© Chriſt hath done. 3 L 

And houpy he hath lately told the World:there are ſome 
paſſages in that book that ſhew only the inconſiderateneſs 
of Youth, and that he ſeemsto with unſaid, yethe hath not, 
that we know, declared that theſe are ſome of them. How- 
ever ſince this preſent determination and judgement of his 
againſt usis ſo peremptory and politive as well as ſevere, 
let us in the next place, 

2. Conſider and carefully examine as we are concerned, 
what he hath performed in defence of it, and it 1s to be ho- 
ped the inefficacy and weakneſs of his attempt therein will 
ſufficiently ap What I can find in his Sermen hath 
any aſpe&t or defiga that way is either ad rem or, ad homi- 
new, And to my apprehenſion his reaſonings, of the one 
kind or the other, are altogether unconcluding., =, 

1. AS to what maybe ſuppoſed to be «d rem, if you 
look narrowly you will find, that the principal things al- 
ledged by him, that can, under that notion, give ſupport 
to his Cauſe, are only affirmed, but not proved, For in- 


ſtance, p. 9. Whea he tells us, that the © Apoſtle ſuppoſes -- 


. This 


« the neceſfity of one fixed and certain Rule, &c, 
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had been very material to his purpoſe ; if, x, He had told 
us, and had proved, the ' Apoſtle meant ſome Rule or 0- 
ther ſuper-added to the Sacred Scriptures : For then he 
might, it is to be preſumed, as cafily have let us know 
what that Rule was, which, moſt probably, would have 
ended all our eontroverlies it being little to be doubted 
we ſhould all, moſt readily), have agreed to:obey it. Or, 
z1y, If he had proved, that; becauſe rhe Apoſtle Had power 
to make ſuch a Rule, and oblige the Churches to obſerve 
it, that therefore [ſuch Church-Guides as they whoſe cauſe 
the Doctor pleads, have an equal. power' to make other 
Ales divers from tis, containing many new things, which 
he never enjoyn'd; and'to enforce them upon'rhe Chutch, 
( though manifeſtly tending to its deſtruction rather than 
edification.) But theſe things he doth but fappoſe bi4n/317; 

without colour of proof. | | 
Again; for his Notion 'of Churches, p.-r6, 17, 18, 19. 
amine; as ſtritly 'as you wil, what heſays about it ; 
And ſee Whether it come to any thing-more than only to 
repreſent a Nu#iomed! Charch 4 poſſible thing 2 and whereto 
the name Church may,. without abſurdity , be given. His 
own words feem to aim no higher. * Why may there net 
*bÞbe one National Church from the conſent in the ſame 
© Articles -of Religion, and the ſame order of Worſhip * 
< p42. 18; The word wis uſed in the Brft Ages of the 
© Chriſtian Church, as it comprehended the Ecclefiafti- 
cal Governours, and the people of whole Cities. And 
* why many of theſe Cities being united together- under 
© one Civil Governinent, and the'ſime Rules of Religion, 
© ſhonld not be (exiſted one National Chtirobh;T cannot un- 

© derſtand, p. 19, no 5 ra Fane] 
But can it now be infer'd thexce, that therefore God hath 
actually conftitutedevery Chriftian 'KingYbm-or Nation 
fiech a Church * Can it further be 10fer'd, that hehathinveſted 
the 
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the Guides of this Church,not choſen by the people(according 
Scripture,and Primitive practice for ſome ages) with a pow- 
er to make Laws and Decrees, preſcribing not only things 
neceſſary for common order and decency, but new federal 
Rites, and teaching Signs and Symbols, ſuperadded to 
the whole Chriſtian Inſtitution ; with many more du- 


bious and unneceflary things beſides? and to exclude fo- 


ber and pious Chriſtians, from the Priviledges that are 
praper to the Chriſtian Church, as ſuch, meerly for that 
out of conſcience towards God, they'dare not admit into 
their Worſhip thoſe Additions to the Chriſtian Religion 
To take order they ſhall have no Paſtors, no Sacraments, 
no Aſſemblies for _—_— and becauſe they will not be 
ſo much more than Chriftians, that they ſhall not be Chri- 
ſtians at all ? 1 © tf 161-161 

| He that would go about to make theſe Inferences meer 


from the forementionedground, would gain to. be laught at by 


all ſober men, inſtead of 'a concluſion ? whatſoever better 
ſucceſs he ſhould have, who ſhould undertake to prove 
the ſame things any other way. | 
This Reverend Author was ſo wiſe as not to attempt 
either of theſe: But then in the mean time , what doth 
the meer poſſible notion of ſuch a Church advantage his 
Caule 2 Becauſe it is poſſible there might have been ſuch 4 
Macedonian, or ſuch a Lydian Charch, is ſuch a one there- 
fore neceſſary ? and any other Conſtitution of a' Chriſtian 
Church zmpoſſible , or wnlawful ? Or becauſe the General 
meeting of the Magiſtrates of the whole City and People 
together in Pagan Athens was called "Euxaneie, therefore 
fuch muſt be the conſtitution of a Chriftian Church 2 And 
therefore ſuch 4 Church hath ſuch powers from Chriſt as 
were above mentioned 2. | | 
Here, howfoever we make our ſtand, and ſay that till 
the Doctor hath proved theſe two things, 
D 2 I. That 
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( 26): 
I. That ſuch-a Church as he hath given us the notion of, as 
of « thing meerly poſſible, is atiaally 4 Drvine Inflitation, And 
2ly, That Ged hath grven tothe Eccleſiaſtical Governeurs in 
it never choſen; by the Chriftizp.Community , or to any other 
Tower, fo ſuper-add Uftitations of the nature above mentioned, 
«nd to enforce them under the mentioned. Penalties, _ All his 
reafonings that pretend to.be ad. rem, are to no purpole; 


and:do nothing at all advantage his: Caule. 


Yet there are ſome. paſſages in'this part of his Diſcontſe; 
that thoughthey ſignific nothing to his main purpoſe, are 
vet very remarkable, and which .'tis. fit we:ſhould take 
{ome notice of. By Fay 

. As when pag. 16. He tells us. what> he means by while 
Charghes ;- viz * The Churches of ſuch: Nations, ' which, 
*upon the decay of the Roman Empire, reſumed their juſb 
© ower,of -Government to: themſelves; :and upon their. 
© owning. Chriſtianity, incorporated into one Chriſtian. 


© Society, under the ſame comman ryes 'and: rules of :Or- 
*der and Government. As if- there could be. ao: whole 


Churches 1a the world that had not been. ofthe Rowian Em- 
pire,. Qr as if thoſe of the Roman Empire could not have 
been whole Churches without reſumprion of the. Civil Go- 
vernment, 

Qr ( as we ſuppoſe he-means) as if (whichhe intimates; 
þ.-1g.,) we needed this ( lo dearly eſpouled notion as -a 
ground) to acquit us from the. imputarion of Schiſm, im; 
cur - ſeparating from. the Church of Rowe. Which' cer- 
taiply.it were not for. the advantage of the: Proteſtant 
Cave to admit; -For then all that remain. within the Em- 
pire, were bound to continue in the Communion of the 
Remen Church;, And in the other Kingdoms, where Prin- 
ces have not reſumed their juſt right of reforming. Errors 
in-Doqrine, and Corruptionsin Worſhip, all ſhould be 
Sehiſmaticks that ſhould, ſeparate . from the Church sf 


bore. y Again 5! 


bd AL 
ww, - 


War OO 07 6 by W 


"3 


\ 
is 
— 


C 87.3 


Again, when p. 17. He would confute that great mi- 


flake, the making the. or:om of a Church barely to relate 


to As of Worſhip: ( A miſtake whereof I never knew any 
man guilty.) He ſurely runs into as great an oppoſite mi- 
ftake, in making the notion of a Church to be »o more 
than of a ſociety of men united together , for therr ' Order 
ana Government, according to: the Rules of the Chriſtian 
Religion, - Now Faith and Worſhip are, quite excluded 
the notion of a Church: And Order and Governmeat, and 
the Rules of the Chriſtian Religion, but as: they refer #2 
theſe, only ineluded. Wheace ic will come to pals, that 
we can have no notion of exe Catholick Charch, from which 
yet he argues at the bottom: of clie(arre page; | | 
Nar, though 1-di{like .the thing; ds b underſtand. the 
ſtreagth .of. the DoQors Argument, againſt making ' the 
notion ofthe Church barelyto relate to Ads of Worthip ; 
viz, That if this held tree, the Church mu#t be diſſolved as ſoon 
as the Congregationts broken 's For will in not-alſo fellow 
as well, that if the notion of a Church relate.only to Or- 
der and Government, every time any meeting for Aﬀeairs 


of Order.and Government is broken. up, the Church is 


diſſolved ? And that an Afſzmbly. of the States in any- 
Kingdom or . Nation'cannot break up , without a: ditio- 
lution of the Government * A Parliament :( at leaſt ) nor 
Adjourn or be Prorogyed without being dillvlved?::And- 


whereas he adds, But if they retain the nature of a Church,. 


when they do.not meet tovether for worſhip; then there is ſome 
other Bond that wnites them, and whatever that is, it Corr: 


ſpitautes the Church, Is it not poſſible there may beſuch a 


Bond for Worſhip, as well as for Government? at: Ob-- 


ligation. 40 meet at ſtated times for that purpoſe; when 
they are not.mer* And then (if. this. were all:that were- 


to. be ſaid to the contrary) why might not..#hat Bend as 
well ſerve to Conſtitute the Church ? : 


But.: 


—_ 
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But ſecondly, For his reaſonings ad hominem, they need 
not detain us long, he argues from the Judgment of the 
Aſſembly of Divines, and others. 7: 

All which arguing muſt ſuppoſe, if it concern us, That 
we are bound to be of the ſame Judgment with the Mini- 
ſters that are and have been ſo and ſo minded, which I for 
my part underſtand not, But I perceieve here his inten- 
tion is, having endeavoured to drawi ns off from' our 
Miniſters ; now to move another Stone, and try if he can 
draw them off from ns. x En 32-1] 

For the Aſſembly, I think it fit thoſe that ſurvive of them 
ſhould be as much concluded by what they then'determi- 
ned, as this reverend Author by the 7rezicum. But I know 
no reaſon that ſuch as they n&ver repreſented , nor who 
ever pretended to be of their Party, ſhould be fo conclu- 
ded to the Worlds end. Nor do underſtand: why even 
the ſame Party may not be as well ſuppoſed in a poſſibility 
to vary from it ſelf in fourty years, as the ſame man from 
himſelf in leſs than twenty. If they did incline to deal too 
bardly with their Brethren, that will nor juſtifte them 
who deal more hardly. *Tis hoped ſuch as have been fo 
inclin'd, have, being ſmitten, and ſuffered the rebukes of 
the Almighty, repented ir, and are become wiſer : And 
when ſome think themſelves grown witer by proſperi- 
ty, others by adverſity , there 1s leſs reaſon to ſuſpefthe 
latter. | 

Yet alſo this reverend Author ought to have conſidered 
the great diſparity of the Caſes he would parallel, For 
when oze ſort of menare conſidering of having only ſuch a 
frame of things ſettled, 2s are impoſed by Chriſt himſelf, 
ora {i rightly or no, that he hath impoſed e- 
very part of that frame.yet while they think and judge thar 
ke hath, and conſequently that nothing is to be abated of it ; 
*rwere very unhily argued, that therefore avr7her ſort pro- 
tefling 


(29) 


feſling to impoſe many things never impoſed by Chriſt, 


thould abare nothing of their unneceſſary ampoſitions. 

For ſuch as the Doctor quotes beſides of the Non-confor- 
miſts, acknowledging the Pariſh Churches true Churches, 
and the lawfulneis of holding, ſometimes, Communion 
with ſome of chem. Iris not to be thought but among ſo 
many Parties as come all under one Common Notion of dil- 


enters from rhe publick rule (and whom that Rule did not 


find oxe, but made them 1o i» that Common Notion) there 
maſt be great diverſity of Opinions, and proportionably 
differing practices in thele matters. I heartily prefer the 
molt moderate as I believe you do, - But here this reverend 
Author takes occaſion for [o1gnominious reflections upon 
our Preachers, as infincere, dithoneſt and unconſcientious, 
as I' doubt not in one 20 Years more his ingenuity will ob/ize 
himto repent more heartily, than everit permirted him ro 
do of his Irexicum. Becaule he can alledge a very few per- 


tons, that have ſpoken to this purpoſe,therefore firſt it muſt 


bereprelented to the World as their common judgement, next, 
tbey are charged with concealing this judgment (why is 
this kept up as (ucha mighty ſecret in the breaſts of their Teach- 
ers * þ. 37.) and then it 1s endeavoured to make men- 
chink they praCtice againlt rheir own judgments in prez- 
ching to ſeperate Congregations. 

- Surely you and I'are concern'd,'as we have occaſion, to 
ſay what we truly can, for the-juft vindication of our Mi- 
niſters, I doubt not: but you believe and you have, for 
fome, particularreaſon to be confident, it ts for our ſakes they 


_ expoſethemſelves to the -difpleature of fuch men as D. Sr. 


I muſt for my part ſay, 1. That I'beleive it to be-the 
judgementoof very few that:every Pariſh-1s, 4s ſuch, a true 
Chriftian Church.” Fam ſorry I have ſucha ground to fear 
it of ozc kind, viz, thar ſome may not be fo, as not having 
among them-any-tolerable underſtanding of rhe moſt con-+ 


felledly 


| 
| 


(39) 


feiſedly fundamental Principles of 'Chriſtian Religion: 


W hat i{ay you to ſuch where the Miniſter is groſly ignorant 
of the Principles of Religion, or habitually vicious, and of 
a profligate life? Do meer Orders make him a Miniſter 
who (perhaps ſince he received them) is become deſtitute 
of the molt eſſential qualifications? anymore thaa the ha- 
bit, a Monk © or a Beard, a Philoſopher ? Can a Mercury be 


made of every Log * Not to inſiſt that this reverend Au- 


thor can ſcarce think they are, from a ground of azether 
kind, becauſe they aſſemble only for Worſhip and not for Govern- 
went, | 

2. And ſurely a Church may beunfit:to be Communias- 
ted with although it be a true Churech.; (Thoſe words of 
the reverend and worthy Dean of Canterbury carry their 

ownlight with them to this purpole ) As 4 mans 
Fr... mon may be ttuly aud really a man, thiugh he have the 
—"_ _e plague upon him, and for that reaſon be fit to be 8- 

voiced by all that wiſh well to themſelves. 'Tis true 
there are vaſtly different degrees of that »firmeſs. But T 
fee not how they.can apprebend there is the firzeſs whichis 
ſimply neceſſary, who judge there are conditions of Com- 
munion 1mpoſed that are-{inful. 

And I beleive this reverend Author will think it pofhble 
2 true Church may impoſe ſome fanful conditions of her 
Communian.,in which caſe he hath determined a Non-com- 
munion with her neceſſary and unavoidable, 

3. For. thoſe that are -of that judgement, the Parochial 
Aſſemblies ought to beCommunicated with ſo far as is al- 
ledged was declared. As I know none of the diflentivg 
Maioiſters, that thought they ought always, and only to be 
Communicated with, follſce not with what pretence at 
can be (aid they keep up their judgment herein, as a migh- 
ty ſecret. IF it be fo, how came this Author to have it re» 
vealed to him? Is Printing 1t to the World keeping it ſe- 
cret ? 


much more wwrighteonſly kept up in one mans. 


F3r ) | 
cret? Some havepubliſhed it 7» rhe way as weſec is known 
to the Door. Others by their frequent diſcourſes, and 
their own practice. And tomy obſervation divers of them 
have intheir Sermons made 1t much their buſineſs to difo 
poke the minds of their hearers to a truly Catholick, Chri- 
ian Union,as I have been much pleafed totake notice ſome 
of the Conforming Clergy do alſo. But if this be the DoQ- 
ors quarrel with any of our Miniſters {who think ſuch 
Communion Lawful ) that they do not conſtantly, in eve- 
ry Sermon inculcate the buſineſs of Communicating in the 
Ceremomal way,for my part T ſhall blame them as much 
as hey when once hehath made tt very evident, that the Ce- 
remonies are more profitable, and likely to do more good 
to the ſouls of men than repentance, the faith of the Gof- 
pel,the fear of God,a good hfe in this world, and eternal life 
in the other, which I confeſs are the more uſnal ſubjeQs, fo 
far as I have had opportunity to obſerve,of their preaching. 
And tet me add, thati can tell you ofa ſecret which ſome 
might be apt to think ( as it is 724/45, {o ) is — and 
reaft, that 

may be conſcious of a great defignin it, The Author of 
the Book intitled the Weapon Salve, or #renicum, ſeems to 
have found it fome inconveniency tohim, to have been the 
Author of ſo good a Book, whereupon in a ecrtain So/iloquy 
( though he is pleafed torepreſentit as atr;partite Dialogue) 
he askes himſelf his own opinion of it, and gives himſelf 
this anſwer, 7 will tell you freely ( as you know men uſe 
great liberty in talkiog winh themſelves, though pru- 
dence would dire& that to be done in ſome cafes, with 
reat Caution, and not to talk inconvenicat things too 
loud, left they be too much overheard ) Thelerve there are 
many things in it, which if D. St, were to write now, he wouli 
wot heve ſaill, for there are ſome things which ſhew his Touth 
and want of due a: in which he yielded too far, 


&rc, 
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2>c.. Now here ( though I beleive he had begua to be in- 
clin'd.to throw away his Save, and uſe only the weapon for 
the Wounding of ſound parts, not the cutting off the incu- 
rable, yet) :I conceive one, may ſafely enough take it for 
granted, his intention was not to retradt the whole Book. 
But whereas he tells us not what he 4th, (how would the 
Do@or take it if one ſhould ask) why 1s this kept up as ſuch 
ea mighty ſecret, in his own breaſt £ 0 {9 the tewaerne ſs of 
* his mind might, *tis likely, out of mcer. ſhamefac'aneſs keeps 
© him from declaring againtt what his own:Conlcience tells 
<him is truth. However his rcetraQaiion cannot make that 
which wastrue become falte, The xeaſor of things is ſullen, 
and will not alter to ferve mens conveniences. .; Perhaps in- 
deed his.judgment is really altered... If :herefore he would 
acquit himſelf like an honeſt and conſeientions; way, let him tell 
the world plainly, which be the perniciousprinciples of that 
Book,that honeſt and conſciencious men who have thought 
well of many things in.it, (and perhaps the. ſame thivgs 
which he now diſapproves.) may. not always be deceived 
by the ſhews of Realon that deceived himlelt, and by which 
he deceived them. The ſame juſtice that.obliges not to-lay 
a ſtumbling block in the way of. the blind, doth allo ob- 
lige him to. remove. it who. hath laid.it; Which is to be 
done not. by profeſſing another opinion, for we depend 
not on his.authority, which he hath tumſelf io much di- 
miniſhed ,. but on the reaſons;he alledged, which if they 
were Hllgcious,.rcy him ſhew wherein, and. anſwer his 
own reaſons. To: ſay the truth, the gravity. and ſerioul- 
neſs. wherewith that Book. was written,. appears to have 
fo little of the youth. in it, in. compariſon of the.jocularity, 
and ſportful humorof ſome, of:his latter Writings, when 
he hath been diſcuſſing the moſt weighty and important 
Cales of Conſcience, that it ſeems as a Prodigy. in Nature, 
and that he began his lite at the wrong end; that he. was 

| | old. 
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old in his youth , and reſerved his puerr/ity to-his'more 
grown age. But we hope there is a great refidve behind, 
wherein he may have opportunity and inclinatioa to ſhew 
the World, that he did not repent the pros defien of that 
Book: Or, at leaſt with a repentance that (can, as well 
as that) ought to be repented of. 
4+ And whereas ſuch of the diſſenting Miniſters, as 
have moſt openly declared for communicating at ſome 
times with ſome ofthe Parochial Churches, have allo de- 
clared their judgment of the lawfulneſs and neceſſity 
of Preaching and Hearing , and doing other Religious 
Duties in other Congregations allo. If now either the 
Doctor diſcern not the conſiſtency of theſe things, or they 
diſcern not their inconſiſtency, 1s there nothing . to be 
ſaid -or thought but that they acquzit not themſelves like ho- 
neſt apa conſcientious men? Muſt it be taken for a demon- 
ſtration of a mans want of honeſty and conſcience , not 
be preſently. of the Doctors Opinion in every thing ? or 
not to ſee every conſequence which he ſees, or thinks 
he ſees 2 

But let us conſider the goodneſs of this Conſequence, 
which it mult be ſo great a piece of diſhoneſty not to diſ- 
cern. Ifit be the duty of ſome to communicate ſometimes 
with /ozze Pariſh- Churches (for this is the moſt the Dactor 
could make of that Relators Conceſlion, whom he cites 
PF. 21, 22. of his Sermon ) Therefore it is the duty of eve- 
ry one to communicate with any Pariſh-Church where 
his abode is,fo conſtantly and entirely as never to have any 
communion with any otherwiſe conſtituted Congregation. 

This is the thing muſt be to his purpoſe inter'dy yes 
and he. would have it be from ſomewhat a lower premiſe. 
For he tells us, p. 37. © That he dare ſay, if moſt of the 
< Preachers at this- day ih the ſeparate Meetings were fo- 
{ berly askt theit judgments, ge it were /awful (only) 
2 * for 
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"for the people to joyn with us inthe publick Afemblies? 
* chey = deny. it. He furely dare not ſay chas 
theie meaning was, that it was lawful confantly tojoyn 
with them in el their Parochial Aſſemblies, unlels he dare 
ſey, what he harh not, from any of them, the leaſt ground 
to think. Now hereupon he collects, p. 38. that our Mi- 
niſters canes dectare fommnch i; « ſeparate Gonpregatios, but 
this rruth muſt fdy in their faces: Becauſe he _—_— it 
repugaant # #, to preach at all in a ſeparate Conpgroge- 
tion. ( and yer afterwards on the ſame pure, he fo-well a- 
grees. with himſelf, as. to-bid them, 7 they would acquit 
themfebves like hnucſt unal a 000 ep wen, tell the people 
plainly that they lonk on onr Charches- as #fut Chmroehits, and 
that they axay lawfully communicate with us itt Prayers did $4- 
craments : And where wy Fes to _ xr but/in the 

rate Congregations! izely and fevrrally He Rnows it 
= :mpolible,” Nor-do I thiak he would reckon Hone- 
ty and Con(rience obliging them to come and tell the peo- 

ie. foin their Congreamtions.) EE 1.9 

Now I am afraid there are buta very few honeſt and 
conſcientious men in the World at this diy, if none are 
togofor ſuch ; but who can perceive the ſtrength and- 
nlonablcaek of the above-mentioned conſequence. . 

Awd that yournay further ſee what reaſon or Armifeys 
ray have, notwithftanding all the alledged Conceſſions, 
adminiſter. in.the Worthip of God'in ver 4ſſenwlies, 
ebough it were never fo much their common univerſal 
judprmenc; that they and we might ſometimes commyu- 
aware in ſome. ofthe Porvobiad, bet ns confider, That in 
the mere populous and frequented plaves, as with you at 
London. for mftznce, the Churches connot . receive, ſome 
mat 2 tenth part, fore not-helf of the people belongi 
® them, few.canregeive all. Aethinks good men Ps 
not-bc. offended tha muttritades do 1a rhis difireſs _ | 
[.y ©. 
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themſelves by reſorting. ro arher places for neceſſary in-- 


Ktrucion. And though it be the inclinations of the people 
thar divide them this way. and that (as it can be nothing 
elſe) and: though places for their refort be not every 
where moſt conveniently ſituate for their reſort, where 
there is. moſt need, ( which muſt be taken nor alwa 

where it were moſ defirable, but where they can be had) 
yet they that havea mind, had better go to places at a 
more inconventent diftance, than haveno whither'to go; 
and it ts better the neceſſities of maxy thouid be provided 


for in ſuch an oxigencyy. than of rwne. In the mean time, . 
the Churches of worthy conformiog Miniſters, ia fuch: 


populous places are generally fil*d, asT have been inform, 
and have (ametimes had occaſion to obſerve. - 


Do not neceſſities of: a much lower:nature oblige-us to - 


recede from ſtated humane.rules 2 Itis well known there is: 
a law againſt relteving ſuch as beg out of: their own Pa- 
rithes. But if one find upon the road {ſuch a poor- wretch 

ready to perith; am I not bound, notwiwhſtanding, if I can, 
to releive him? And who would think in {uch a caſe I 
tranſgreſt the true intention of the Law 2 

Yea and Gods own Laws reſpecting Rituals, Commun Or- 
der,and the extrrne! part of Religion, were by his own dire- 


ion to yield to far Icls urgent neceſlities.T9 the plucking an 
Aſs or Ox out of a Ditch, how much more the ſouls of .men 2: 
Have we net read what David did when he was an bunared, . 


and they that were with hin, how he enired into the Houſe of 
God, and dtd ext rhe ſbew-bread, which it was net lawful for hin 
zo eat, neither for them which were with him, but only fox the 
Prieffs, How exprelly is it alledged by our blefſed Saviour, 
againlt theſe naive and 
the latter of the Law, the Pharifees, 1w:ill heve. mercy and. 
aat-jecriper. . And if he were willing toabate:-a ſacrifice to 
bwrew/elf, that there mightbe roomfor the exercifeof merey. 


pundtilious Obſervers and-Urgers of 
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towards mers bodies how monitory and reprehenſive ſhould 
that be to ſuch mercileſs perſons, as would have the very 
ſouls of men themſelves be ſacrifices to their ſtiff” aud unyielding 
humors | Poſitive Laws ceaſe to bind when, by accident, 
they thwart the Law of Nature. Which binds to no- 
thing more deeply than the endeavour of ſaving ones own 
Soul, and ( within the bounds of his calling ) his Neigh- 
bours as his own. | | 
W hat if many of our Miniſters think it /awf#/, and, at 
ſome times, a 4uty to joyn in ſome of the publick Aﬀſem- 
blies? Itis not chez their duty, when an inviting oportu- 
nity, and ſo urgent neceffities lay before them greater duty, 

This reverend Author tells us, very pertinently tothis pur- 
poſe, when he was declaiming againſt us and our Mini- 
ſters. p. 31. of his Sermon : © It is a great fault among ſome 
* who pretend to great niceneſs in ſome poſitive dutzes, that 
© they have (o little regard to comparative auties : For that 
* which may be a duty 1n one caſe, when it comes to thwart 
© a greater duty, may be none. This Doctrine we learn 
© from our bleſſed Saviour in the caſe of the obligation of 
© the Sabbath ; which he makes to yield to duties of mercy. 
© Andcan we think that a Duty lying upon us, which, 1a 
<our circumſtances, makes a far greater Duty 1mpracible 2 
We acknowledge Order and Unity very lovely and deſira- 
ble things, but we thick it of greater importance that the 
Miniſters with whom ſuch fault 1s found conduct men, 
though not in ſo accurate Order (which they cannot help) 
to Heaven, than let them go in the beſt Order, yea ( and as 
the caſe is) without any at all, to hell. 

And what though the neceſſity of many of us ariſe from 
our own Scruples, and what though thoſe ſcruples were 
without ground , doth it therefore follow we muſt be 
abandoned to periſh s When our very Error if we be wil- 
ling to admit conviction (as we fincerely are could the 
matter 
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matter admitat ) is not imputable to us: for a ſin « This 
Author was once pleaſed to make it one of his propoſals for 
accommodation, pf. 64. of his /renicam ; * That no fandti- 
© ons be made, nor mulcts or penalties be inflicted on ſuch, 
© who only difſent from the uſe of. ſome things, whole law- 
fulneſs they at preſent ſcruple , till ſufficient time and 
© means be uled for their information of the nature and in- 
© differency of the things, that it may be ſeen whether it be 
< out of wilful contempt, and obſtinacy of Spirit, or only 
© weaknels- of con(cience,and diflatisfation concerning the 
© things themſelves, that they diſobey, And if it be made 
© evident to be out of contempt, that only ſuch penalties be. 
< inflicted as anſwer to the nature of the offence, *© where 
he adds, <I am ureit is contrary to the Primitive practice, 
© apd the moderation then uſed, to ſuſpend and deprive men 
© of their Miniſterial function for not conforming in habits, 
© geſtures, -or the like. Which he makes good by follow- 
ing/inſtances beyond his own preſent contradiction. It is 
ſtrange that for ſuch {ike things, wow, it 1s thought lo high- 
ly juſt, that, our Miniſters are totafly to be kept out of the 
Miniſtery, and we opt of the.Church, and the way of Sal- 
vation | are theleunproportionable. penalties even where 
contempt appears ©. and what are they when ,. through 

Gods mercy, there. appears not the leaſt colour of it ? 

Is meer. (crypiing an, humane device 1n the worſhip,of 
God, and an inability to:ſee with other mens eyes, and; to 
mould and foym our judgements and conſciences; as ſome 
other men can do theirs, a crime (o inexpiable, that nothing 
lels thanoureteraal ruine can ſatisfy for it They knows 
who. have read the Tarkiſh Hiltory., that meer ſeruple 
brought that zereffity upon the Garrilon of. Sfetigrade in 
Scanderbegs daies, that, rather than drink of water which 
they thought;polluted, they mult either furrender, or pe- 
riſh, If agother poſhble-way.could have been found to lup- 
P'y: 


ou "OG te eee et. fines _——— — 


& } 2 
pm was it fit they and the Town ſhould rather be 
loft, than their unreaſonable ſoruple be born with? Or 
ſhould they, in that exigency, be ftillheld toit, to drink of 
that very water or noner We think we havegreater reaſon 
to-urge for our ſcruples, we think our necefhity 15 greater, 
the caſe more important, And God deliver us from ſuch 
Paſtors, as will not think {o too, and value (ouls at an high- 
.erRate. 

Our caſe being thus, we apply ourſelves to Aſinfbeys, 
bound by their calling and Office to atrend the Aﬀairs of 
the ſouls of men, they are at leaſ{ure, have nothing elſe to 
do, they may not live idle and uſeleſs in the World. This 
ts their preper bufinels, Whatever their Opinion is about 
the things weicruple (and we believe itis moſtly the ſame 
with ours ) we ſee not how they can, or dare, deny us the 
help of their Miniſterial labours, we thank God that they 
dare not. And ſhould they daily fpend their pains upon us 
to urge us to the Ceremonial way, as we beleive they 
would do it very heartleſly (withiog things to be in that 
reſpe&, otherwiſe in the Chriſtian Church, as well as we) 
fo would their labour in that kind be unprofitable, and 
therefore ungrateful to us. Nor do we think it nceds any 
ſort of mortificaneſs in them {( as we find they aregeer'd un- 
der that Notion ) not to ſend us away unedifi'd and grie- 
ved from their Congregations; ſo much as a mortifiedneſs 
intheir love of ſouls, and their ſenſe of eternal concern- 
ments; Wherein too many others, have attained to a great 
degree of mortification, 

But now (my Honored Friend) what think you of 
our cauſe < Let us ſeriouſly conſider it, not according to 
the appearance which it will have to a Captious Sophiſti- 
cal Wit ; But as you will apprehend i to look in the eyes 
of our ſupream and final Judge , conſidering alſo the ame 
Bleſſed Jeſus, as that mighty Redeemer and Lover of _ 
who 
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who once ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt to bring them to 
God. Bring the matter before him, with whom you are 
to expect no tricks, but moſt plaia and equal dealing. And 
bethink your ſelf, whether of theſe two things he will be 
more likely to have regard unto, The ſaving of Souls, which 
he bought with his blood ; or,The preſerving inviolate cer- 
tain humane inſtitutions and rules, confeſſed by the deviſers of 
then not to be neceſſary to the being of the Church which com- 
mon reaſon ſees unneceſſary to its well being, to its external 

order and decency ( evidently as great without them ) 
which this Author makes foreign thereto,whea he tells us, 

that matters of order and decency are allowable and fitting, but 

Ceremonies properly taken for attions ſignificative, and therefore 

appointed becauſe ſignificative their lawfulneſs may with better 

ground be ſcruplea, Iren. p. 68. And which experience ſhews 

to be deſtructive. As whereby ſo great numbers, not only 

of his labourers are to be diſcarded, but of living, flouri- 

ſhing plants to be torn up by the roots, and all thrown out 

of his vineyard together ? 

For my own part I muſt profeſs not to have the leaſt 
doubt concerning the thing 7t ſelf which we and our Mini- 
ſters do, and practice, it is only our common great 
concern , to be very careful with what temper of Spi- 
rit, and with what deſizny we do it. It ſhould to the 
uttermoſt be endeavoured to be done with all meekneſs 
and humility , with all poſſible reverence to Authority, 
abhorrence of the leaſt real contempt, and unfeigned re- 
oret there ſhould be any appeararce of it, though never 
{0 unavoidable; With a delign only to glorifie God, and 
promote the common ſalvation ; Not to make or ſerve 
a party, or advance any other intereſt than that of 
meer ſubſtantial Chriſtianity and Godlineſs, Let us co- 
vet this temper of mind , and where we ſee perſons of 
real worth, and of a true latitude and largenels of Spi- 
rit, 


: 
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rit, commenſurate to the Chriſtian intereſt, that fall is. 

with the publick conſtitution, value and love them nothing, 

the leſs, than if their judgments about thele leſſer things 

were never ſoexa&t'y ſquared with our own, and fo much 

more, by how much they may excell us in far-greater and 

more valuable things. And if it be our lot ro (uffer under 

the notion of evi/dvers for-doing what wetake to be or du- 

#9, let it be according to the DoQtors wholeſome Counſel 

with an-unrepining patience, and with much thankfulneſs 
both to God andour Rulers that we have enjoy'd fo much 

tranquillity; and with that cheerfulneſs that becomes thoſe 
that exped a. blcfled eternity ; and to betranſlatedere long 
Into a pure and peaceful region, where we are to ſerve 
God, in ſoctety even with many of them who have been 
offended with us, without fcruple or troubfe-to ourſelves 
or them. If with ſuch diſpoſitions and aims we perſiſt inour- 
courſe, while our caſe 13 attended with fuch circumſtances. 
as Now it is; Thave no fear, I ſincerely profeſs to you, of 
our acceptance with God, and, fooner or later, with all 
good Men. ; 

Upon the whole matter, I concewe the froneft Cauſe 
you were ſodeeply concerned for, 1s-really nnharm'd, and 
I hope you apprehend it roo; and that therefore your 
fear and deſpondeney was cauſſeſs, as if it could not out- 
live this attempt againſtit by Doctor. Sf, As you there- 
fore ke how capable it is of defence agaioft. him, I ſhall 
not forget the other part of my undertaking : but- ſhall 

Secondly, Say ſomewhat ( as yours ſufficiently lets me 
fee there is Cauſe) in his juſt defence againſt. you, And 
really Sir, though that be an untoward: thing to difpute 
2gainſt, I find- 1t needful co defend him only againſt your 
enger, i. &. the exceſs of it: Which atthough it can no. 
more harmhim, than he hath done the Caule ; and: con- 
fquently.the. bluating and breaking its .edge ( which . 

. t -S 
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thethingT aim at) cannot advantage him, yet it will do 
him right ; and ( which was the thing I firſt inteaded 
*{will be an advantage and kindneſs to you, 

I muſt here indeed tell you, that [cannotblame you 
for being in ſome meaſure offended, as 1-can excuſe the 
Doctor but in part. T do diflike as well asyou two things 
eſpeciallyin his way of -managing this buſineſs; vis, His 
£00 great acrimony, and too tittle ſeriouſneſs. 

For the former it 1s too evident, and I heartily pity him 
for it, that he ſhould ſoforget, and ſufter himſelf to be 
tranſported beyond the rules of Chriſtianity and Pru- 
dence; neither of which would allow him, (andI am 
ſure within the compaſs of the former, his Text would 
not) ſo to make himſelf a Standard to all other men, as 
to ſuppoſe no man can be honeſt or conſcientious that is 
not of his mind 4n the matters he then undertook to con- 
trovert, or that ſhould not judge of the connections of 
things as he did: I cannot think 1t hath added to his Re- 
putation to reflect ſo grolly before ſuch an Aſſembly, upon 
2 whole Party of Mea that are, many of them, well known 
in the World, and who, in point of Integrity, are o little 
liable to be ſuſpeted, that an attempt to blemifh them 
upon ſo ſlight a pretence, and in matter of fa, ſo untrue, 
could nor but recoil upon himſelf; eſpecially with them 
that ſhall imparrially compare their Inducements to pre- 
varicate with what he hath, 

And for the other, 1t were indeed to have been witht, thar 
upon ſo grave and ſolemn an Occaſion he had forbornJe#s, 
eſpecially of that nature; as for inſtance, ſwch mortiffd and 
conſtient ious men, and the moſt goaly can leaſt endure to 
be told of their faults, 4c. Which expreſtivns any one that 
conſiders his ſcope, will underftand to be Ironical, and 
that conſiders the matter, to be ſomewhat bold Ironies ; 
and the occaſion, to tbe cauſleſs ones, Inaſmuch as it is 
F 2 Not 


"RSG. owed 0 -<w6 how Gnet.ooce - 


One ure Og 


(42) 
not impoſſible, that truly mortified and conſeientious met 
may deſire opportunities to do God Service in the World, 
in a way that hediſlikes. And it may conſiſt with real 
Godlinels, aot to count all thoſe things Faults, which he 
takes to be ſuch. And indeed zz /is Dedication, his way 
of averting the report of thoſe i//men, that he intended to ſtir 
up the Magiſtrates and Fuages to a Terſecution of the Diſſenters, 
is, to any conſidering man, ſportful and ludicrous , v7z.. 
Offering them only ſuch a way of eſcaping Perſecution, as 
whereupon a man may ſhun ſuffering, if he pleaſe, from 
any party of men in the world, as ſ#ch, by being in every 
thing of their mind and way : But which in effect grants 
the Charge which he would avoid,that if we will not be (© 
united to his Party, we were to expect nothing but utmoſt 
rigor. One would rather have thought he ſhould have be- 
dew'd that Diſcourſe with Tears, which had zz 22 ſelf, moſt 
manifeſtly ſo awful and tremendous. a Deſign: As not 
only the devoting of ſo great Numbers, that might poſſibly 
not be convinced, and per{waded by him, to a temporal 
ruine ; but the depriving them of the ordinary means of 
their ſalvation. And thar, if he thought it neceſſary for the 
preſerving of Order in the Church, they ſhould be fo dealr 
with ; he ſhould have ſpoken of their Caſe with greateſt 
compaſſion and tenderneſs, not with deriſion and con- 
tempt. 

Yet I would have you uſe lennives with: yourſelf, ang 
calm your own ſpirit ; and I wiſh you were capable of con- 
tributing any thing to the moderating and pacifying his 
too. That though he have been angry unprovok'd, and 
with aſort of men, that have ever reſpected and honour- 
cd him as if he had been of themſelves ; his anger that hath 
becn w:thout cauſe (as you know perhaps who in a like ex- 
preſſion blames the exorbitancy of another paſſion ) may 
not allo be without end, At leaſt I pray you take heed you 
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do not deſeryethe like ſharp repartee, which the Cy»ick met 
with from tha noble Piloſopber, that he 2axed his pride with 
greater, pride ; that you exceed not the heats whereof you 
complain, If he will ſtill retain his fervour, let him be 


angry alone, And his diſplealure have its continuance, 


with. as little influence or concomitancy of yours ( andI 
could with of any other mans ) as ( for ought I know, ) it 
had its beginning. And that ſince he thinks 9 being a Sacri- 
fice, he may only burn gently in his own flame, which he 
may moderate as he pleaſe, and I hope will ſeafonably ex- 
tinguith, before he have ſuffered much harm by it, 

For the qualifying of your ows too great reſentment and Of- 
fence ; 1 would have you conſider how great reaſon you 
have to believe, that this blow came only from the (ſome- 
what miſgovern'd) hand of a pious and good man. Be it 
far from you to imagine otherwiſe. If you think he was 
to blame for intimating ſuſpicions of their ſincerity whom 
he oppoſes, make not yuurlelf equally blameable, by admit- 
ting, hereupon, a», concerning #&. Which would argue a 
mean narrow ſpirit, and a moſt unwarrantable fondnels of 
a. party, as if ail true Religion and Godlineſs werebound. 
upan it, 

"And if it look uniovely in your eyes to ſee one of much 
avowed latitude and enlargednels of mind, and capable up- 
on that account of being the more univerſallyſerviceableto 
the Chriſtian Chuch,forlaking hat compreherſtverntereſt, (0 
far as tobe :ngulft into aparty upon a private and diſtin baſis, 
conſider what aſpe& the ſame thing would have in your- 
{elf. And never make his difference with you in this mat- 
ter, a reaſon to yourſelf of an hard judgment concerning 
him ; who can, you mult confider, differ no more from us, 
than we do from him 

Beleive him, 72 the ſubſtance of what he ſaid, to ſpeak ac- 
cording to his preſent judgment. Think how ie” 
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and inſenſibly mens judgments alter, and are formed by 
their converſe, That hs circumſtances have made it necef- 
fary to him to converſe moſt for a long time, with thoſe 
who are fully of that mind which'he 'here dilcovers, thace 
his own real worth muſt have drawn into his acquaintance 
the beſt and moſt valuable of them, ant ſuch for whom he 
might not only have a kindnels,but a reverence, and who, 
therefore, mutt have the more power and influence upon 
him, ro conform his fentiments.to their own. 

We ourſelves do-not know, had we been, by our circum- 
ſtances, led to aſſociate and converſe moſtly with men of 
another judgment, what our own would have been. And 
they that are wont-to diſcover molt confidence of then- 
ſelves, do uſually but diſcover moſt ignorance of the nature 
of mar ; and how little they conlider the power of exter- 
nal objeds and inducements to draw mens minds this way 
or that. Nor indeed, as to matters of this nature, can any 
man be confident that the Grace of God ſhall certasnly incline 
him to be of this, or another opinion or practice in theſe 
matters ; becauſe we find thoſe that we have reaſon to be- 
lieve have great afliftances of divine grace aredivided a- 
bout them, and gonot all one way. 

We may indeed be confident that had the ſame confide- 
y4tions occur'd to us which have, we ſhould have been of 
the ſame mind and judgment that we are. But it is very 
ſuppoſable that ſome accidental occaſions might poſſibly 
have happened, that might hinder ovr aual taking wp 
ſuch conſiderations, though the things to be conſidered were 
not unknown to us. And not that only, but that might 
prevent our knowing, even matters of Fa&, that have ſigni- 
{y*d not a little to the determining our judgments that way 
which they now 1ncline to. 

And I do particularly believe (as I doubt not but God 
is graciouſly preſent with thoſe that in the ſincerity of 
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their hearts have choſen to ſerve himin the way which the 
Law preſcribes ſo) that if Door s#. had known what 
Proofs there are of that ſame gracious preſence, in theſe ſo 
much cenlured Meetings, his thoughts would: have been 
very different of them trom what-they are. 1 do not ſpeak 
of proſelyrting men to a Party, which I heartily deſpiſe as 
amcan and inconſiderable thing :. But have known ſome, 
and heard of many Inſtances of very ignorant and profane 
perſons, that have been led. perhaps by their own curio- 
fity, or it may. be, by the. perſwaſion. of ſorne Neighbour 
or-Friend, to hear and fee what was done in ſuch Meet- 
ings, that have (through Gods. bleſſing, upon ſo deſpi- 
{kd means) become very much reformed men, and ( tor 
ought that could be judged) ferious and ſincere Chriſtians, 
And whereas (ome, that have very prejudicial thoughts of 
all that frequent.(uch Meetings, may be apt to ſuſpedt all. 
effeds of that kind, to be nothing elſe but luſfions of fancy, 
or a diſpoſition: ( at leaſt ) to Enthuſiaſm, or- an artificial 
and induftrious hypocrifie , I amwery confident that if the 


Doctor.had had the opportunity, frequently to obſerve and: 


converſe.with ſuch, as we have had, and heard the ſobriety 
and conſiſtency of their diſcourſe, and ſeen the unaffected. 
ſimplicity, humility,and heavenlineſs of their converſation, 
he could not have allow'd himſz/f the liberty of ſuch hard 
cenſures , but would have judged of many ſuch perſons as- 
you and Ido. 

Upon ſuppoſition of all which, I'make little queſtion 
but it would have been very remote from him to wiſh that 
ſo many perſons-had rather: lived in fin, and perithed fore- 
ver; than have been brought to repentance and a good lite, 

being-now andthen ata ſeparete Meeting. 

So that for the ſubſtance of what he hath ſaid againſt ſuch 
Atetings,we have reaſon to impute it to his judgment, and 


his judgment to ſuch circumſtances, very much, as I have 
mentioned, , 
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mentioned; that have led him the way he hath taken, and 


not given him opportunity to know what might have be- 
got a better opinion in him of the-way which he oppoſes. 

But fer. the manner of his treating of this ſubje, That I 
impute to the prevalency of ſome preſent temptation , and 
hope he did not expreſs in that Sermon his habitual temper. 
And am highly confident, notwithſtanding what he hath 
faid in it; if 1t were in his power, we might even ſafely 
truſt him to preſcribe us terms, and thould receive no hard 
ones from him. | pins 

Somewhat it is likely he was expected ( and might be 
urged) to ſay to this buſineſs. And his owa thoughts, be- 
ing (et a work, fermented into an intemperate heat, which 
it iS to be hoped, will in time evaporate. 

If I may freely ſpeak:to you my own thoughts, he ſeems 
to deal in this buſineſs as one that forced himſelf ro lay ſome- 
what, For though lI apprehend he ſpeaks his judgmear, yer 
the expreſſing it 1n this time and manner he might regret, 
And becaule it might appear a becoming thing ro him to 
ſeem -earneſt ; The temptation prevailed with him ( a- 
gainſt his habitual inclination ) to ſupply with ſharpneſs, 
the defe& of reaſon ; which the poverty of the Caule af- 
forded not. For realy his reaſonings are faint, unconclud- 
ing, and unlike Doctor Srillingflect, So that if any ex- 
pected this performance from him, one may think (and 
this ought in ſome part to excuſe him) thar,. beſides ſome 
little flouriſhes of his reading and wit, he ſeems only to 
have lent them his name. Which however I pray you let 
ſtill be of great value with you. And rurn your diſpleaſure 
into ſerious earneſt praying for him, that his ſpirit may 
not be further harm'd ; that, amidſt his many temptations, 
he may be delivered and preſerved from being at all puft up 
or apy way imbittered, and that ſo valuable a perſon be not 
loſt, or in the leaſt degree, rendred leſs uſeful to the Church 

| | of 
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of God. Aad that all that know his more inwazd conver- 
ſation may diſcern in his frequent ſavoury diſcourſes, in his 
continued ſerious calling upon God in his family, in bis rea- 
dinels to do good, eſpecially to the ſouls of men, in his apt- 
nels to condeſcend to thoſe that are much beneath him, how 

reat the Efficacy is, of d:/vize Grace, And that, through 

epower of it; a great meaſure of Wit, learning, applaule, 
and fecular advantages,may not only confift with yivid god- 
linefs, and ſincere anne to Intereſt of Religion, 
but contribute abundantly to the ſervice rand diffuſion 
thereofin the World. 1 axp very ſerious in this advice to you, 
Nor, thanks be to God, haye ſo low or profane thoughts of 
prayer (which hath ever born ſo great a partin the Religi- 
on of alt times, nations, and ſorts of men) as to think ic 
will ſignifie nothing. Eſpecially whea the deſign of it is 
not »#caxand private, but ſuch wherein all good men will 
Unite. | 

I little doubt but ifever there ſhall be good days, and an 
happy ſtate of things on Earth, a factious Zeal for Parties 
will becomea contemptible thing : And all the diſcrimina- 
tive Accretions to Religion, which are ſeverally ſcanda- 
lous to all other Parties except their own, who embrace 
any ſort of them ( too probab y for the ſake of ſome ſecu- 
lar intereſt or other which is hoped to be gratified and en- 
gaged thereby) will be ſpontaneouſly quitted and aban- 

oned by all Parties from an over-powring ſenſe and 

grateful reliſh of ſubſtantial Religion it ſelf; i. e. Extire 
devoteaneſs to God and the Redeemer, with the joyful expetia- 
tion of the bleſſedneſs of the pther World : And ſoall become 
one, 

But 1s this to be done while we ſleep and do nothing ? 
Or have we in our Circumſtances, any thing to do, by 


which we may hope to contribute ſo much towards it «s 


by Prayer? By this means (if men of fincere and pious 
; G Minds; 
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Minds, did with univerſal and abſtraged Aims, apply 
theraſclves to this great Duty) we are to reckon the blel- 
ſ{d Spirit of Holizeſs, love, and peace, would be more and. 
more drawn 2»to confext. Do you your. own part herein, 
you will find your own preſent advantage by it :. It will, 
fill you with good thoughts, hopes, and expectations. The. 
kindly benign influences whereof, wall pleaſantly qualifie 
and temper your Spirit, 'and make you know how much 
more grateful an Inhabirant that Charity is, which thiok- 
eth no evil, beareth all things, believeth all things, ho- 
peth all rhings , endureth all things, than frowardneſs, 
diſcontent, vexation, and.anger, at any one that thinks 
and ſpeaks otherwiſe, than: you did expe@or wiſh, Taſiſt. 
upon ſuch things in Prayer, as wherein it may reaſonably, 
be expected good men ſhall generally agree with you. You 
have the more reaſon to expe being heard; yea, and, 
ought to hope the $pzrir of this Perſon, whom you have 
taken ſuch offence at, will be reſcued out of temptation, 
and be drawn igto fwuli-conſent with you.. For you have no 
cauſeto doubt, but that he hath thoſe Principles wrought 
mtothe temper of his Mind, which need only reſuſcita- 
#:0w, that they may diſpoſe him to union. with: the whole 
body of: ſober- and-ſertous Chriſtians of his own. way, or 
of others, { whenfoever that can be ſeaſonably.endeavour- 
ed for) upon more probable and Hopeful terms than he 
hath propoſed in this Sermon. Therefore be you. ſerious and 
fervent in Requeſts to this purpoſe, as you have that love 
to God and his Church, which you profeſs ; and that 
value for: this worthy Perſon which I reckon you till 


ought to have: or (at that can be.fit to be added) any 
kindneſs fos, 
Sir, 


Tor affectionate Servant, Ge; 
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ga my writing theſe Pages, I hear of Anſwers to the 
Dean's Sermon ; which , in ſo remote a Corner, 1 
have had no opportunity to ſee: What is here written 
may therefore ( upon comparing) be communicated, or 
ſuppreſſed, as ſhall be thought fit. 

And o I ſhould'takeleave of you, but that it may be 
Nneedful, whereas I have principally conſidered m theſe 
Papers, the caſe of [uch as think it unlawful to joyn in the 
publick Aſſemblies; to add ſomewhat ( whomſoever it 
may lerve)- in reference to their caſe that think other- 
wile. For to ſay the truth, this is here the more common 
caſe: And though the Doctor believes they that frequent 
the ſeparate Meetings, do generally judge it unlawful to joyn 
in the P«blick , Howloever it is with you, (and it 1s likely 
the DoRor ſpeaks of what is more within the compals of 
his own knowledge, or theirs who inform him :) It is 
with us in this part of this Country quite contrary, And I 
may truly ſay, that !» his place (and others where I have 
ſometimes occaſionally been ) the generality of them who 
come to the other Meetings do alſo attend the Publick. 

Now zheſe may perhaps think themſelves left under 
blame. and may apprehend the Doors Conſequence 'is 
ftrong againſt them, [ that if occafional Communion be 
lawful, conſtant Communion muſt be a Duty : ] Which 
he no doubt, underſtands exclufively of any diſtin way 
of Communion. 

And if indeed they judge that Conſequence ſtrong, I 
would fain know what hurt they can think it doth them ? 
Why ſhould any man be afraid of hs duty 2 or of the 
truth which makes it known? And, if hereupon, they 

_ can, 
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can, with the fatisfation of their own Conſciences, wav 
all other opportunities of worſhipping God with others 0 
his People, they have the leſs to do : And why ſhould they 
complain who are fatisfy'd ? 

But in ſhort, either they apprehend ſuch other additi- 
oaal means, a real neceſlary help and advantage tothem, 
or they do not, if they av not, they have no caule to 
trouble themſelves, nor to grudge that ſo much is ſaid for 
others, Whoſe, for ought I know, may, as the Door 
thinks, (for I cannot make an eſtimate from this or that 
little ſpot ) be the much more common caſe. If they av, 
they have little reaſon to be concern'd about the Doctors 
Conſequence: Which I much wonder if he himſelf can 
think ſtrong. It hath not, you ſee, been altogether over- 
look't in the foregoing Diſcourſe : And if any feel them- 
ielves wounded byit, He is ſogreat an Achilles, that they 
may have their Wound and Healing from the ſame Hand. 

For, as hath been noted from him 1n his Preface to the 
treniewm, he ſeems plainly to intimate, that mer have ns 
Charter, or Grazut of Divine Power, to make other Condi- 
tions of Church-Communion than Chriſt hath made. 
If ſo, then the Conditions by which this way of Communion is 
diſtinguiſhed from the other, (pang they be lawful ) 
are ſtill, i» themſelves, matter of liberty, not of auty : And fo 
tis left to the nrudence of a Chriſtian to determine him ( as 
in all like cakes ) this way or that; 'as will make moſt for 
the common good, conſiſtently with that of his own Soul. 
That t* Sin or Dity, whichin this or that caſe, will do 
more hurt or good. There being no particslar rule to 
guide a mans practice, he muſt have recourſe to that ge- 
ueral one: By which it may be my duty, upon ſome great 
reaſon, todo that, az exe t:yye, which for as great reaſon, 
I ought not todo ina continued courſe, And it 15 highly 
commend- 


( 5x ) 
commendable, when a Chriſtian underſtands the latitude 


which the Law 9 Chrift hath left him, Is, in his own Spi- 


rit, exempt from ſervite reſtraints, by other imagined 
bonds: And can with a generous liberty ( pure from baſe 
ſelf-reſpes)} turn himſelt this way or that, as ſhall make 
molt for the (ervice of the cads he lives for. And when 
any accordingly uſe that liberty, 'tis a fancy of none but 
half-wttted perions, to think they mult therefore addict 
themſelves to this or that Party. 

If a mans calecome to be {o ſtated, that he hath reaſon 
to apprehend it will do more good than hurt zo others, that 
he own a ſort of Chriſtians, who have particularly modified 
themſelves, other wile than they needed, by any divine in- 
junction ( cr by any that God hath empowr'd men to put 
them under) by communicating with them «der the com:- 
mon notion of Chriſtians, only, not as ſo woaified: He doth 
but expreſs the genuine complexion of a truly Chriſtian 
Spirit. But he is not to doo 7» 4 continued courſe, if he find 
it will be a real damage to his own ſoul, in compariſon of 
aqother way that he finds more edifying. Perhaps if he will 
be religious only, after the mode of this or that party, his 
Fare may be cither too fine or too courle for his conftanr 
diet. I may, beſides my own inclination, drink a ſingle glals 
of Wine out of Civility to one perſon, or of Water, to ano- 
ther, when I am not, for any mans pleaſure, to deſtroy my 
health by tying my ſelf to drink nothing elſe. And whate- 
ver Chriſtian condeſcendingneſs, and goodnels of temper 
may prompt a man to, who makes not what others do, but 
what they ouzht to do his rule and meaſure: They have leaft 
reaſon to expe& much compliance from others, who bind 
themſelves up within their own party, are enwrapt as Le- 
viathan in his Scales, call themſelves the Church(as many ſay 
kere is Chriſt, and there is Chriſt) and call all men Separa- 


tits that will not be of zherr Church, And perhaps they al- 
{ume, 


; 
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furne, and appropriate the name with no more pretence or 


colour , and with no better ſenſe, than if an humorlon 
company of men, ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves from o- 
thers, by wearing a blue ora yellow girdle, ard call them- 
felves mankind | Do not too many in our daies d:(tinguiſh 
their Cburch and Chriſtian Communion, by things no 
more belonging to a Church, or to Chriſtianity, than a 
girdle of this or that colour to humane Natures? And 
which no more qualify for Chritian Society, than that doth 
for human? I, however, aningenuous, free ſpirited man, 
out of reſpect to his preſent company, or for any other va- 
Juable reaſon, ſhoujd in ſuch a caſe put on a blue girdle, x 
fhall find no fault with him. Bur if any ſhould go about to 
pinch him too cloſe with it, fo as would be inconvenient 
to his eaſe and health, or oblige him to proteſt againſt the 
trne humanity of all that neglect it, I doubt not he would 
throw it away with ſcorn. Much leſs would he be a con- 
ſederate with them that uſe it, if they profeſſedly combine 
for the deſtruction of the reſt of mankind that uſe it nor, 
when many of them that refuſe it apprehend it a real grie- 
vance, Eſpecially, when they that would impole i, live, 
with many of the reſt, under the Government of a juſt and 


ſovereign Prince,from whom they have no Charter for their. 


tmpoſition, but who :hath declared he will not have his 
ſubjeQs ſormpos'd upon. 

In ſum, we are all indiſpenſably oblig'd by our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the ſovereign Prince and Ruler of his Church, 
fo the ſubſtance of all Chriſtian-Ordinances. As to uninſtitu- 
ted modes thereof, we are free. And they that underſtand 
their liberty, may uſe or not uſe them as is more for their 
own, and the common good. They that underſtand it 
not, and think themſelves under an obligation from Chriſt 
not to admit queſtionable,deviſed additions into thetr wor- 
ſhip; they are not therefore to deprive themlelves of the 


ſubfantial Ordinances of the Chriſtian Religion, whereof 


there is no queſtion. | 

I ſhut up all with-the words of the great Apoſtle, Rom, 
14. 3-4. Ozebeleiveth that he may eat all things : another, 
who is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth deſpiſe him 
that eateth not, for God hath received him, wv, 13, Let ws not 
therefore judge one another any more : but judge this rather that 
370 man put 4 ſtumbling block; or-an occaſion tofall is his brothers 
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*F'-Aze 2:1. 4. after may,y. by dependence on divine help, p.3. 121. 7. 
reverent, p. 6.0. 19. r. Aﬀemblies, p. 7.1. 27. 7. ſuppoſes, p. 9.7. 

2.7. One, /. 5. r.defign, p. 13.1.9. r. were, p. 22.1. 13.7. become, p. 
25.1. 1. after according, r. to, p. 26.1. 23. after government, 7. theſe 
words, as we luppoſe he means, blot chem out in I. 24. p. 29.247. 
ſeparate, p. 33. 4. 3.r, inclination, p. 34-1. 18, 7,vbliged, p. 36. L. 235- 
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